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What does it mean to decolonize TESOL in a globalized world still dominated by
“postcolonial desires for colonial English”? In this presentation, I seek to
deconstruct the discourses that naturalize and normalize what we call
“postcolonial desires for colonial English” (Lin & Motha, 2021), a phenomenon
observed in many officially post-colonial or independent societies as well as in
contexts themselves considered (former) imperial powers. We do this first by
tracing the historical origins of the gradual inscription of such desires upon the
subjectivities and cultural imaginaries of the colonized by analyzing the historical
processes of imperialism and colonialism, and the cultural and psychological
aftermath of such processes. I conclude by outlining what is needed to interrupt
the working of the effects of these processes at the level of subjectivity and
cultural imaginary, as well as at the micro and macro levels of critical analysis and
intervention in TESOL.

Angel M. Y. Lin received her doctoral degree from the Ontario Institute for Studies in
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