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English is an international language that is taught in schools throughout the
world. While there are commonalities, there is also substantial variation in
how English education manifests in the school systems of different countries.
In this session celebrating English Language Day, moderated by Professor
Francis M. Hult, international students in UMBC’s TESOL program offer an
overview of how English language teaching and learning takes shape in
Argentina, Bolivia, Egypt, and Iran.
Lucia Demarchi is an international MA TESOL student and graduate assistant from
Argentina. She has taught EFL at a private middle school in Buenos Aires City for
three years and also has research experience working with scholars at the Universidad
del Valle Atemajac (Mexico) and the Universidad del Salvador (Argentina).
Mohamed Galal is an international MA TESOL student and graduate assistant from
Egypt. He has taught EFL for over 17 years. He has also worked for the UN as a
liaison officer and interpreter and was head of the English Department at the
Egyptian Military Technical Institute.

English Language Day is
recognized by the United
Nations each year in April.
UN language days aim to
raise
awareness
about
global multilingualism and
cultural diversity.

tesol.umbc.edu

Yolanda Ramos is an international MA TESOL student and Fulbright Laspau scholar
from Bolivia. She leads the English Club Tarija, a community service project based in
Bolivia and has also taught in private institutes and universities. She is an U.S. State
Department E-teacher program alumna, International Visitor Leadership Program
participant.
Golshid Shoushtarian is an international MA TESOL student from Iran. She has
worked as an online instructor, translator, and interpreter in Farsi, English, and French
for over 7 years.
Francis M. Hult is Professor and TESOL Program Director at UMBC. He has taught
EFL and ESL at primary, secondary, and university levels in the United States and
Sweden. A specialist in language policy and multilingual education, he has published
widely in these areas, and he is a frequent speaker in Asia, Europe, and North
America.

